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Laudi Abilama has a story in each of her imageries. This child of the West is 
heavily influenced by Middle Eastern culture, more so by people who have 

played a significant role in history and the creative arts. She uses traditional 
methods of painting and drawing to preserve the uniqueness of each piece and 
the meaning behind it. How exquisitely historical.
 
Who are you? 
I was born in the suburbs of London to Lebanese parents. I studied art from a very 
young age and eventually got a BA in arts and media at the University College for 
Creative Arts (U.C.C.A) in Farnham, Surrey.

How do you see art? 
Every individual has his or her own definition of art. It can never be just one thing 
or one definition. To me, art is freedom: freedom of exprssion, freedom of belief. 
When I am creating or viewing someone else’s work I feel the power of the piece 
starting with a blank page. Every artist can choose to do what they please with 
this page; that is a freedom you can only find in art.  

Your art is focused on old iconic figures in Middle Eastern history; what do 
they mean to you?
The figures that I choose to paint have at some point or another influenced me. 
Although they are artists from a previous generation, I made it a point to research 
each and everyone of them. I was always reminded of great singers such as 
Fairouz and Oum Koulthoum as a child, so I think it was in my history to one day 
come back to these figures and re-introduce them to people through my artwork. 

You have many talents. Where do you see yourself the most?
I absolutely love what I am doing in life right now. I would love to branch out into 
film and other creative projects, even for charities. I feel that it is essential in life 
to have a creative outlet and so one day I would love to launch projects to help 
young people show their talent. 

Who is your audience?
I would like to think that everyone is my audience. I would hope that older people 
can relate to my work because of its historical content, and younger people will 
see the same history represented in a contemporary way. 
 
Where do you exhibit? Which countries so far?
So far I have had two exhibitions in Beirut and one in Dubai. The next step would 
be for me to go to Kuwait and Jordan as art culture is really expanding in both 
those countries. I would love for my artwork to be shown in this part of the world 
as my roots are in the Middle East and I feel we really need to be present in this 
part of the world in order to enrich our culture.
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To call Dalila Barkache prolific is an understatement. Her work is an exhibit of 
sophisticated artistry invented from a jumble of materials that she says comes 

together to imitate the perfect harmony of colours, shapes and proportions.

Why did you come back to Lebanon from France?
I never planned to come back and live here, but I fell madly in love with the Lebanon. I 
started working with Selim Mouzannar who’s been wonderful these last five years. 

Are you thinking of going solo?
Not really. I love what I’m doing and that’s what matters. Of course I have bigger plans 
for the future; I’d love to collaborate with other jewellery and fashion designers.

Why fashion designers?
Fashion is a beautiful domain. It’s vast and very creative; not at all boring. Every 
big fashion designer works with someone that creates accessories for them. 

If you love fashion so much, would you consider designing clothes?
For now accessories are my thing. I might go into bags and shoes – definitely shoes! 

How would you describe your designs?
Very unconventional. I love the idea of creating a piece that combines both 
precious materials and non-precious; the outcome is really unique. 

What’s your favourite material to work with?
My favourite stone is the black diamond. That is only because no one else likes it 
or maybe is really aware of it. There are other stones, but I often work with both 
precious and semi-precious stones.

How are you inspired?
I basically design things that I would want to wear. Something very little can trigger 
a picture in my mind. I don’t really need to be alone.

Between your work and opening Comme des Garçons, you really have no time…
Not really, but I love it!

Why open a store? 
I had the opportunity and the right contacts to get this specific brand, so I grabbed 
the chance! I opened the store in an area that is not as popular as other shopping 
areas, but this is how I wanted it. 

What are you working on now?
Well, can’t really say, but it’s for a Christmas collection. Let’s just say there’s going 
to be a lot of pastels – all colours.
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